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The Meneket Rivkah:
Readings in the First Book of Torah Scholarship by a Jewish Woman
Rabbanit Leah Sarna | Limmud UK

1. Introduction of the publisher:
Listen, dear, esteemed, pious (772172) women. Take a look at this Yiddish book, and read it so that
one shall place one’s trust in God the Almighty, and in all one’s deeds rely on Him.
Because you have known the respected woman who conceived and wrote this book, the Rabbanit
and preacher Madam Rivkah, may her memory be a blessing, (7727 N7 MW7 101277 7AW WX
5”1) daughter of the sage our teacher and master Rabbi Meir Tiktiner, may his memory be a
blessing. Her intentions were focused exclusively on the fear of God day and night, and her
thoughts were by no means of grandeur. Who has ever heard or seen such a novelty (17°1); has it
ever happened in countless years, that a woman has written something of her own accord? And she
has read numerous verses and midrashim. I let it, therefore, be printed, so that every woman who
wishes to read it can buy and possess a copy. (She) named the book Meneket Rivkah to be a
commemoration for herself, and in honor of all women. It shows that a woman can also compose
words of ethical instruction and good biblical interpretations as well as many men (71X WX 17X 17
DOWIR 2197 TR DRI IR DOVWD 70 NR 01 127 17 1201 1RP). She divided her book into seven
chapters. She was brief and did not lengthen her words. In the merit of this, may you merit the
redemption of the Messiah, in which the Shekhinah will once again delight in Israel. Amen, so may
it be His will.
Here in Prague, according to the lesser reckoning (1609), by the printer Gershom, the son of our

teacher and master, Rabbi Bezalel Katz, may the memory of the righteous be a blessing.
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2. Introduction of the Rabbanit 1 NoI2NT NRTPN
Rebekah’s Nurse - He fed him honey from the crag 2 YhoR WaT WP pan npan
I have marked well, and I have pondered in my heart, 3 1737 72292 "MK R
I have raised my voice and spoke. Now I have come, 4 DRI 7NV 737 NRIPY "N
Today I have gone out. I have found a well of water, 5 NREN O°7 IR NRY 217
And have rolled the large stone from the well. 6 D93 IRAT A AITAT JART
I drank from it, but I continued to thirst. 7 SPAX TV PNPNW 130
I said in my heart: I shall go and bring [water] to every man and| 8 "N27P1 2177 R¥2R 729K 72272 "NK)
woman near to me.

My bones rejoice 9 "NINRY 193N
That they shall drink for many long years, 10 TR 2°1°7 1NWY
In order to fulfill what is said: “Drink water from your own 11 77127 0O AW VAR 72 2P
cistern.”

Blessed be they who bless You, 12 97127 5720
And all who seek refuge in Your shade. 13 T7°%¥2 00w 93
That which You have promised to me through your Prophets, | 14 X021 07 HY "IN 19w
Shall not be absent from the mouth of Your children’s children.| 15 YT YT 00N WA R
I am your handmaid, daughter of your servant. 16 T°72¥ N2 TNIAK VIX O3
You have spread Your wings over me so that I shall not be 17 TPNTIPDA WIAR RHYW 901 °7¥ WD)
ashamed of Your precepts.

Your steadfast love is great toward me, enabling the fulfillment | 18 T NNR 27PY 77701 29V 1723 0D
of your words.

I will follow after You and confirm Your words that are 19 21032 7°727 DX CNRDAY TINR RI1AR 2IN DX
[written] in Your Torah. 7NTIN2
I have no good but You, so draw me after You. 20 TPIAR O1OWRY 7Y 92 9N 93 0
I regard Your ways, for Your word is a lamp to my feet, 21 70727 72377 9190 T MINTIN G AN)
For You are just in Your judgment, 22 TVOW PTXN N7
For You are near to all who call You. 23 TPRIIP 237 217p NR )
All who desire to hold You in awe shall merit gazing upon the | 24 7719 OYII2 DAY 12T PRRTY 2OXO 99
beauty of Your face.

Put up a palanquin to raise Reb Azariah, called Ziskind, son of | 25 12 TPPOT P ROV 72VITY S0 117OK)

the master Rabbi Samuel, called Reb Zanvil taymer, from the
holy congregation of Posnan, who took his life in his hands and
poured money from his purse to publish this book in order to

bring merit to all people.

JATD P"PA Y 2N 731017 PRI 271
WX TV 10°21 DI 2T 1952 WO QW WN
0°27 12 M1 72 17IR? 73777 19077 XX

3. Opening of Chapter One
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This will speak of how a woman should behave, and how she should adorn her body, so that her

soul should not be lost.

King David, peace be upon him, wrote in Psalms the verse, “Take heed, lass, and note, incline your
ear: forget your people and your father’s house, and let the king be aroused by your beauty; since he
is your lord, bow to him.” This means in Yiddish, listen to me, my daughter and see, incline your
ears. Forget your people and your father’s house, then the King, the Holy One, blessed be He, will

desire your beauty; since he is your master, bow to him.

Psalms 45:11-12 2rS-RR @SN
Take heed, lass, and note, incline your ear: TAY T2V TN 271 R N2TYNY
forget your people and your father’s house, and let the king be RIT™D D2 7200 WD 1A MO
aroused by your beauty; since he is your lord, bow to him. 39 nawT I

The midrash in the weekly Torah reading Lekh Lekha relates this to Sarah and Abraham, and how
they were commanded by the Holy One, blessed be He, to leave their land. Namely, He told them
to forget their father and mother and family, meaning they should distance themselves from the
behavior of their parents. Then the Holy One, blessed be He, will find your beauty desirable, for
example, your good deeds.

Bereishit Rabbah 39:1 IR0 129 NOWRN2
"G-d said to Abram, 'Go forth from your land..."" (Genesis "3 TXRD 77 77 02K 2R T RN
12:1) Rabbi Yitzchak opened: "Listen, daughter, look, and nns POy °27,(X,2° NPwRI2)
incline your ear, and forget your people and your father's WY ORTI N2 VY (R, 2°20N)
house.” (Psalms 45:11) Rabbi Yitzchak said: this may be 27 AR, TR N°2Y TRV I TN
compared to a man who was traveling from place to place Qipnn 23 oY TONG YU Py
when he saw a castle aglow. He said, "Is it possible that this TR ,NRRIT AR 7772 AR ,01P0°7
castle lacks a person to look after it?" The owner of the PORI 2001 K92 110 7020W KR
building looked at him and said to him, 'Tam the master of 2y2 X7 OIR 12 MR ,77°27 Yya vy
the castle.” What happened with Abraham our father was D772 2R W 00 1977720
similar. He said, “Is it possible that this universe lacks a person L2003 X922 110 22V0Y KRR IR
to look after it?," the Holy Blessed One looked at him and said 9 AR R TIN2 WITRI 1RV PURD
to him, Tam the Master of the Universe.”" "And let the king :(2°,7n 0°9an) 07D HYa RO
be aroused by your beauty since he is your master” (Psalms IND).TOITR RIT 0D O 7900 W0
45:12) And let the king be aroused for your beauty in the ,A °%0N) ,0%1va 9nieh 7292 9917
universe. "And bow to him" (Psalms 45:12) Hence, G-d said o8 17 RN 7,12 oY (20
to Abram, [go forth...]. Nalpints
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Midrash Tanchuma, Lech Lecha 3:1

Now the Lord said unto Abram: “Get thee out of thy
country.” Scripture says elsewhere in reference to this verse;
Hearken, O danghter, and consider, and incline thine ear;

forget also thine own people and thy father’s bouse; so shall the

king desire thy beauty; for be is thy lord; and do homage unto
bim (Ps. 45:11). Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and
incline thine ear alludes to Abraham. Forget also thine own
people, and thy father’s house refers to the idolaters,
concerning whom it is said: Who say to a stock: “Thou art my
Jather” (Jer. 2:27). And so shall the king desire thy beanty refers
to the King of Kings, who desired to glorify your

(Abraham’s) name in this world and in the world-to-come.

For be is thy lord; and do homage unto him.

IR TR 70, NRITIN WATR

TRY 7.7 T2 DTN 0N T MR
MW AR 9] PR N2 YR 2N
YU (R, 0°77N) AR N2 Y
MW .OF1AN AL, TN 0T R N2
i1 (X2, 0°%70) 7028 1023 Y
IR YY7 DN IR AT ATy
T2RT IR (12,2 710) "3 R
290 720 A1L,(2 0 20an) 19
infapabRinirA s chiWabspioty!
12 MAYT) TITY RT3 .X3T D7
(22 ,mn o°%nn)

I could also expound the verse and teach it as follows: King David, peace be upon him, spoke the
verse about a daughter of Israel, who took a man. She should thus take up a new path and think of
its aim, meaning, she should forget the deeds and good days she had with her parents.

For we perceive every day, that due to the strength of love, a father and mother defend their child,

even when it behaves poorly, as the verse says, “love covers up all faults.” About this the Psalm says

that she should forget her errors and should take up good deeds. The verse is referring to the verse
“Let the king be aroused by your beauty.” This means that the Holy One, blessed be He, will desire

your good deeds, as this verse also says, “Ah you are fair, my darling.” This means, my beloved, you

are beautiful with good deeds.

Proverbs 10:12

Hatred stirs up strife, But love covers up all faults.

2119219 e

231 D317 YR IR
1208 792N DYYE22

Song of Songs 1:15

eyes!

Ah, you are fair, my darling, Ah, you are fair, With your dove-like

V2R QYW W

Y 797 737 AV 79 3T
N

Midrash Tanchuma, Tetzaveh 5:2

Behold, thou art fair; that is, in the performing the deeds of your

U0 TIRD RPN WATR

Stpyna 792 73T, TYND 197 T

tathers. Behold, thou art fair implies in your home, and behold,

thou art fair in the field. In your home alludes to the house that has
a mezuzah upon it; And thou shalt write them upon the doorposts of
thy house (Deut. 11:20). In the field refers to the field that contains

n9 737,123 72 73 0N
9y ORaN AP ,N22 7T
,1Tw32 (0,7 2°927) 072 iy

b2 NNy NN
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the heave-offerings, tithes, gleanings, the poor man’s sheaves, and
the corners left for the needy. Bebold, thou art fair in thy house
refers to the roof of your house, as is said: When thou buildest a
new house, then thou shalt make a parapet for thy roof (Deut. 22:8)
Behold, thou art fair in this world; behold, thou art fair in the
world-to-come.

37,0722 7197 13T NI ATV
N2 732072 RV ,332 719
0°137) 7337 TRYR DY WY
737,M7 0712 792 137 (1,23
X327 0712 79

The verse goes on and says, “The king’s daughter is all glorious within: her clothing is of wrought

gold. This means, when a woman is modest and remains in her house, then the Holy One, blessed

be He, will appreciate her as a daughter, more than one who adorns himself with wrought gold.

The Psalm goes further, “Your sons will succeed your ancestors.” This means you will have pious

children who will fill the place of their forebears with good deeds.

you will appoint them princes throughout the
land.

Psalms 45:14 T 29N
All glorious is the king's daughter within the JAYI2? 27 NIRIWRN M99 1707N2 T
palace; Her dress embroidered with gold

mountings.

Psalms 45:17 ATH LGP - R h )
Your sons will succeed your ancestors; PIRTT2 DY Snwn 7732 70 9°03aR NoR
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